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The national meher assessment is planned for 29 November   
The 2014 meher multi-agency, multi-sector needs assessment is planned for 29 
November. Deployed for three weeks, the assessment team comprising experts from 
Government, donors, NGOs and UN agencies will visit areas that received kiremt rains 
and agro-pastoralist areas that received deyr/hagaya rains. Results of the assessment, 
coupled with a five-year sector and weather trends analysis and preliminary seasonal 
forecast by the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) will be used to project 
humanitarian needs in 2015. The projected 2015 requirements will be revised based on 
the findings of the 2015 mid-year belg/gu/ganna verification assessment. For more 
information, contact ocha-eth@un.org  
 

National polio immunization campaign starts on 13 November   
A national polio immunization campaign was launched in Addis Ababa on 13 November. 
This was the first of two rounds planned in 2014, targeting more than 13 million children 
under-5. Eleven national polio campaigns were conducted since the first case of wild 
polio virus was confirmed in Somali region in August 2013. The number of confirmed 
polio cases in the country remains at 10 (with a 5 January 2014 date of onset). Ethiopia 
was polio-free since 2008 up until the outbreak last year.  
 
Separately in Afar region, laboratory results of two suspected cases of acute watery 
diarrhoea (AWD) in Kodae kebele of Bure Mudayitu woreda were negative. The cases 
confirmed as normal diarrhoea. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
  

National TFP admissions slightly decrease in September  
In September, the number of severely malnourished children (SAM) admitted 
toTherapeutic Feeding Programs (TFP) was relatively stable, with 22,659 admissions 
registered during the month compared to 23,139 admissions in August (two per cent 
decrease, at 86 per cent reporting in both months). Overall, the 2014 TFP monthly 
caseload was 5.2 per cent lower than in 2013, except for May, August and September 
where the admissions in 2014 were higher compared to the number of admissions during 
the same period last year. The expansions in the number of TFP sites partly contributed 
to the admission increase in August and September 2014.  
 
In Oromia region, TFP admissions decreased by 4.7 per cent from 12,080 cases in 
August to 11,517 cases in September, accounting for 51 per cent of the national TFP 
caseload for the month. Despite the decrease, the admission rate remained very high. 
Three drought-prone zones of Oromia registered increased admissions rates in 
September compared to August, including Bale (28 per cent increase), East Hararge (6.6 
per cent increase) and West Hararge (5.6 per cent increase). The increase in Bale is 
associated with the community health day (CHD) screening conducted in September. 
Conversely in SNNPR, the September TFP admissions increased by 22.3 per cent to 
4,955 (97 per cent reporting) from 4,050 cases in August (90 per cent reporting). The 
September 2014 caseload in SNNP is lower than the September admission in the past 
three years. The September TFP admissions were stable in Amhara and Tigray regions, 
while low reporting rates made TFP admissions in Afar and Somali regions inconclusive.  
 
In Somali region, Save the Children International strengthened nutrition responses in 
Kebridehar woreda following reports of 17 per cent GAM and 1.3 per cent SAM in the 
area. The crude and under-5 mortality rates were normal as per the national and sphere 
standard emergency thresholds.  
 
Separately, 191,244 children under-5 and pregnant and breastfeeding women in 93 
woredas of Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions received TSF by 
end of September. This was a 67.6 per cent increase from the July-August caseload. For 
more information, contact isaack.manyama1@gmail.com 
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